
The following is the weekly communications briefing for the week ending 9-10-21 on behalf of Dr. 
Cash.   

Dear Colleagues:  

After months of careful preparation, we opened schools on Wednesday, September 8th, with all 
of the tremendous excitement first days bring – and then some.  It is the first time schools have 

been fully reopened for in-person learning since March of 2020.  We are grateful, relieved, and 
optimistic that we can be together to learn together in a safe and controlled environment.  
 

 
 
We held a press conference at Buffalo Academy for the Visual and Performing Arts (BAVPA) 
#192 with local dignitaries on the morning of the reopening.  Guests were greeted by a string 

ensemble comprised of Music Teacher Anna Vafai and three talented Performing Arts students.  
The music they played for us is emblematic of the necessity for musicians and performers to be 
together to create beautiful art - and for us, as educators, to be with our students in order to 
create successful scholars.  As Board President Lou Petrucci stated, “Nothing replaces the value 
of teachers and students together in person.”  Assembly Majority Speaker, the Honorable 
Crystal Peoples Stokes, recalled her first day as Buffalo PS #31 and the impact that a loving and 
caring teacher, Mrs. Angelo, has had on her until this day.  She wishes for every child to have a 
Mrs. Angelo in his/her lives.  We were also joined by Governor Kathy Hochul representative 
Joan Kesner.  Ms. Kesner left us with a quote that comes directly from Governor Hochul’s 

mother: "Go into the world and do well, but most importantly go into the world and do 
good."  These are words we will live by as we begin the new school year! 
 

    
 
When we began touring classrooms last week in order to “inspect what we expect,” we saw the 
care that teachers were taking to make sure that desks were situated, and supplies were 
allocated for the utmost in safety per seating and traffic flow.  Below is teacher IPrep English 
Teacher Heidi Widmer ‘s well thought-out room. 



 

 
 
This week, we had the pleasure of seeing our classrooms populated with our precious students!  
Below is the 1st grade classroom of teacher Trish Rosokoff and ENL teacher Gabby Lockwood at 
International School #45.  Principal Jennifer English says, “The teachers worked extra hard to 
not only go above and beyond with safety, but also to make sure the classrooms still looked like 
it does during a regular school year.  Each of the students has their own plexiglass barrier in 
addition to all of the other COVID protocols in place, while being a welcoming environment for 
our students.  We rock safety at School #45!”   

 

 
 
At Dr. Charles R. Drew Science Magnet #59A, PreK teacher Kelly Yavornitzki and teacher aide 
Barb Cuddihy formed a different, but equally safe, environment for students.  There is plenty of 
elbow room and bins of materials for everyone in this colorful classroom.  It’s so good to be 

together again and learning! 
 



 
 
Principal extraordinaire Michael Suwala at Native American Magnet #19 sent us pictures of a 
few of his classrooms.  Image 1 shows Mrs. Flitt’s orderly 1st grade classroom and Image 2 
shows Ms. Palmer’s kindergarten 6:1:1.  Large group or small, all health and safety 
considerations are in place as we reconvene in person.  Thumbs up, everyone! 

 

    
 
Buffalo Elementary School of Technology (BEST) #6 Principal Wendy Emerling sent us a picture 
of another classroom to be proud of.  “This is our Kindergarten RTI group using Magic Penny to 
support learning letter recognition and initial letter sounds with Ms. Mann,” Principal Emerling 
says.  In this time of in person learning, there is no hesitation to jump into the work! 

 

 
 
On the High School Level, Principal Giovanna Claudio-Cotto at Frederick Law Olmsted #156 said 
she and her school were full of excitement! “Lessons included an array of relationship-building 



activities completed during group work and individual work time. The owls are back at the nest 
— creativity is flowing!” she said.  Below, Mrs. Dean’s AP Language students, Mrs Batcho’s 
Career & Financial Management, and Mr. Bertram’s Geometry Classes.  “Get with the FLO,” as 
they say at Frederick Law Olmsted #156!  
 

   
 

 
 

At the Buffalo School of Culinary Arts & Hospitality Management #355, students are excited to 
be back in their newly reconstructed classrooms for the first full year since the ribbon was cut 
on March 5, 2020 at the West Huron Street school.  Below, Environmental Science with teacher 

John Seward, and Katelyn Heinle's Career & Financial Management class.  
 

   
 
This past week, the Office of CLRI kicked off the 2021-2022 school year with professional 
development on culturally responsive practices during the Fall Superintendent Conference Days. 



About 3,200 Buffalo Public Schools' staff members were trained on important and relevant 
topics, such as, implicit bias, identity, and actionable culturally responsive practices. Participants 
were encouraged and supported to dig-deep within themselves to identify their own implicit 
biases and consider how an awareness of their own implicit biases impacts their educational 
practices. With the sharing of personal and lived experiences, participants were able to learn 

and grow together. Feedback from participants highlighted the life-changing nature of this 
work, and its strong impact on our scholars, especially as BPS staff members welcome back 
students. In response to a review of the Emancipation Curriculum and the connection to identity 

and bias, one teacher wrote, "Hopefully these lessons will help the students to value and 

appreciate the differences among people and celebrate them instead of using them in a 
negative way."  We stand strong behind this important work that was long overdue in our 

schools! 
 

 
 

Instructional staff from Buffalo Culinary & Hospitality school and OTC received training from 
Cornell University and D’Youville College to implement Farm to School curriculum utilizing the 
Food Truck as a classroom! 

 

 
 

Welcome back and enjoy your weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 


